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Clawing through digital chaos since before the

cookie banner invasion.

Dear Reader,

Let’s talk about the elephant in the craft room — or, more accurately, the 17 pop-ups, the

autoplay video, and that mysterious sidebar ad for life insurance that thinks I need a quote while

I’m trying to learn how to make a paper flower.

Craft websites used to be sanctuaries of creativity — cozy corners filled with glue, glitter, and

genuine joy. Now they look like Times Square had a baby with a coupon app. It’s chaos, it’s ugly,

and frankly, it’s an insult to anyone who’s ever owned a sewing machine or a pair of scissors.

So, in this issue, we’re taking a deep scratch at the root of the problem: when passion projects

become ad platforms. We’ll explore how over-monetization ruins the reader experience, why

authenticity beats algorithms every time, and how to craft (literally and figuratively) a space that

values people over pop-ups.

Pour yourself a coffee (or catnip tea), silence the autoplay madness, and settle in for a little

truth-telling — with claws retracted… mostly.
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Yours in mild outrage and creative rebellion,

Annie St. Germain

The Snarkiest Cat 🐈

Editor-in-Chief, The Scratching Post Press

Welcome to the Craftocalypse
Remember when the internet felt like a shared table at a craft

fair—friendly, creative, and covered in scraps of good ideas?

Now it’s more like elbowing your way through a mall kiosk.

You can’t find a single knitting pattern without being attacked

by a confetti storm of cookie banners, affiliate links, and

mysterious “sponsored content.”

You go looking for a macramé wall-hanging tutorial, and

fifteen seconds later, you’re watching a pre-roll ad for luxury

SUVs while a chat bot named CraftyClara3000 begs you to

subscribe to her “exclusive VIP glue gun newsletter.”

Every click feels like a booby trap. There’s a pop-up. Then

another. Then a full-screen ad asking if you want to allow

notifications—from a site you’ve never even heard of. By the

time you close them all, you’ve forgotten why you came in the

first place.

5/19/26, 7:32 AM Crafts Interrupted - October 2025

https://snarkycatboutique.com/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=view_in_browser&action=view&data=WzYsImY5NWQzMjIyZGEwYiIsNSwiOTVhNzIxIiwzLDFd 2/8



Monetization Madness: When Passion

Turns to Pennies
Let’s get real: these crafty entrepreneurs didn’t start out this

way. Once upon a time, they just wanted to share their

handmade joy with the world. But then came the algorithm

whispers—more clicks, more ads, more traffic.

Next thing you know, they’re stuffing their sidebars with

blinking banners like a digital scrapbook gone rogue. Their

“DIY Beaded Necklace” tutorial is now a labyrinth of affiliate

links to glue sticks, scissors, and $399 “masterclasses” on how

to “grow your craft empire.”

Here’s the tragic twist: it doesn’t even work. Those ad

networks pay fractions of a cent per click. Meanwhile, the

audience—once loyal and engaged—slowly drifts away, tired

of being ambushed every time they want to learn how to felt a

penguin.

It’s like gluing rhinestones to a sinking ship. Shiny, but still

doomed.
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The User Experience: Death by a

Thousand Clicks

Let’s paint a picture. You’re mid-scroll, deep in the emotional

journey of “10 Simple Ways to Make DIY Soap.” You’re invested.

You’re ready to smell like lavender victory.

But wait—what’s this? A pop-up asking for your email. Close.

Another one appears, begging for cookie consent. Close.

Suddenly, a chat box slides in asking, “Need help finding the

perfect mold?” (No, KarenBot, I need help finding the actual

instructions.)

Finally, you spot the recipe—sandwiched between an ad for

car insurance and a video that autoplays at full volume. Your

laptop fan starts to sound like a jet engine. You close the tab

and vow never to craft again.

This isn’t just bad UX; it’s sabotage. A self-inflicted wound

dressed up in banner ads and affiliate greed.

What Happened to the Joy of Sharing?
Crafting used to be about community. About teaching,

inspiring, creating something out of nothing. Now, the

internet’s version of “sharing” means handing over your data to

a dozen tracking pixels while a blogger makes half a cent.

We’ve replaced the smell of hot glue and creativity with the

digital stench of desperation. The whole scene feels less like

an artist’s studio and more like a casino—loud, flashy, and

desperate for your attention (and maybe your email address).

But here’s the kicker: the best craft content out there still

comes from creators who ignore the ad madness altogether.

The ones who’d rather have 100 genuine readers than 10,000

drive-by clicks. The ones who remember why they started.
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A Modest Proposal: Craft Like It’s 2009

Imagine this: a clean, simple website. Big photos. Easy-to-

read text. No pop-ups, no autoplay, no “subscribe or die”

banners. Just you, the craft, and the quiet satisfaction of

learning something new.

That’s not nostalgia—it’s good design. Maybe even rebellion.

Because in a world where everyone’s trying to “optimize

engagement,” the real power move is just… being nice to your

readers.

Let’s bring back joy over junk. Substance over SEO sorcery.

Join the Ad-Free Craft

Rebellion

So, dear reader, next time you find yourself

tempted to add another “sponsored section”

or plug in one more ad script—pause. Take a

deep breath. Step away from the

monetization dashboard.

Grab your glue gun, your yarn, your beads,

your paintbrush. Remember why you started

in the first place.

Because the truest craft isn’t what you make

with your hands—it’s what you create when

you stop selling your soul for clicks.

Written for The Scratching Post Press

by Annie St. Germain, Resident feline affair

chronicler at Snarky Cat Boutique. 🐾

Latest from The Cat Whisperer Blog
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Why Your Cat’s New Hobby

Is Sleeping More Than

Usual (and No, They’re Not

Broken)

Read more >

The Upside-Down Stare:

When Cats Flip You Off…

Literally

Read more >

The Paw Of Power –

Decoding This Adorable

Feline Gesture

Read more >

Check out The Full Monty...

Keep up-to-date with our latest products

         

Tricks AND Treats Tote

Dimensions: 12"W x 14"H

Fabric: Poly/Cotton Blend

Strap Choice: natural fabric or black

cotton webbing

$15.99

Buy now
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Trick Or Treat Tote

Dimensions: 12"W x 14"H

Fabric: Poly/Cotton Blend

Strap Choice: natural fabric or black cotton

webbing

$15.99

Buy now

Get Your Spook On Tote

Dimensions: 12"W x 14"H

Fabric: Poly/Cotton Blend

Strap Choice: natural fabric or black cotton

webbing

$15.99

Buy now

Hey Boo Tote

5/19/26, 7:32 AM Crafts Interrupted - October 2025

https://snarkycatboutique.com/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=view_in_browser&action=view&data=WzYsImY5NWQzMjIyZGEwYiIsNSwiOTVhNzIxIiwzLDFd 7/8

https://snarkycatboutique.com/product/trick-or-treat-tote/
https://snarkycatboutique.com/product/trick-or-treat-tote/
https://snarkycatboutique.com/product/trick-or-treat-tote/
https://snarkycatboutique.com/product/get-your-spook-on-tote/
https://snarkycatboutique.com/product/get-your-spook-on-tote/
https://snarkycatboutique.com/product/get-your-spook-on-tote/


Dimensions: 12"W x 14"H

Fabric: Poly/Cotton Blend

Strap Choice: natural fabric or black cotton

webbing

$15.99

Buy now

The Scratching Post Press at Snarky Cat Boutique

Unsubscribe | Manage your subscription

Albuquerque, NM USA

The Scratching Post Press — proudly clawed together by Annie St. Germain, Snarky Cat Boutique
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